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In the Plant Diseases Act, reference is CONTENTS (continued).
made to "parasite,'' but that term does
not cover everything in the forma of pests
that attack plants such as fruit trees. In
order that the term ''pest"' might not be
confused with other pests, such as rabbits
in the country districts or, as Mr. Forrest
knows, with 'kangaroos, camels, donkeys
and so forth in his part of the State-

lon. Sir Charles Latham: Do not 'go too
far with that!

The HONORARY MINISTER FOiR
AGICULTt7:'E: Perhaps I1 had better not.
Included in the Bill is a definition of the
wvord "pest.'' I should like to read a note
on thv term ''parastte,'' not a human para-
site but one affecting plants, particularly
fruit trees and vines.

The term ''parasite'' as applied in the
definition of ''disease'' under Section 4 of
the Act has a restricted meaning and is usually
applied to specialised organisms which spend
the greater part of their time permanently
attached to, or in association with, some other
organism termed ''the host.'' This weakness
in the Act "as pointed out by the Crown
Solicitor, who is doubtful whether power
exist, under the Act in its present form to
enforce control measures against many isects
which are commonly dealt with under the Act.
In other words, ninny of these insects are
pestA and not parasites. I mov-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir Charles Latham,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL. '

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
S3. W. Parker-Mtetropolitan-Suburban)
2move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuestlay, the 28th June.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.59 p.m.

Tfegislatibe ze b .

Thursday, 165th June, 1949.
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QUESTIONS.

MIGRANTS.

As to Medical Exzamiaiitions.

Mr. NEEDHAM1 asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is he aware that a child migrant has
been an inmate of the Princess Margaret
Hospital suffering from TB?

(2) Does this suggest laxity in medical
examinations of migrants from overaea,
prior to embarkation, or laxity in medical
examination on arrival in Australian ports?

(3) Is he satisfied that the medical exam-
ination of intending migrants, ovcrsea, and
on arrival in Asttralia, is so effective as to
prevent the entry of people likely to de-
velop, or spread, diseases such as tubercu-
losis or other infectious diseases9

(4) If not, will he make immediate rep-
reentation to the responsible Common-
wealth authority to ensure that the medical
examination of migrants, prior to embarka-
tion and at the time of arrival in Australia,
is such as to reduce the danger of infection
to the absolute minimum?1

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) No. A case was admitted
on suspicion but is not now so regarded.

(3) and (4) The medical examination of
migrants before embarkation is a matter
for the Federal authorities.

From the information now in the pos-
session of the Commissioner of Public Health
it would appear that at proper medical ex-
amnination is being made.

TOWN PLANNING.

As, to Scheme for Metropolitan Area.

31r. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Local Government:

(1) What progress is being made with
town planning for the metropolitan area?

(2) Is the blue-print for the metropolitan
area yet completed?

(3) If not, when -will it be completed?
(4) Will be give Parliament' full infor-

mnation as to the nature and extent of metro-
politan planning up to date?

The MINISTER replied:
The progress in town planning is that

which has been made by those local auth-
orities who have been *illing to implement
the Town Planning and Development Act,

1028-1047. It is not known what a "blue-
priut" of the metropolitan area means, but
the basic plan for co-ordinating the schemes
of local authorities has been ready for some
years and the present Government has auth-
orised an aerial survey of the metropolitan
region. which is approaching completion, and
is available to. any local autho~rty under-
taking the preparation of a town planning
schepie.

Under the Act it is not the responsibility
of the Government or the Town Planning
Board to prepare any metropolitan plan
or other town planining scheme, except
tinder Part II of th0 Act, which applies to
Crown hinds in townsites.

A local authority may prepare a town
planning- scheme in regard to its own land
or land in the district ofi any local authority
adjacent to it. All or any of the owners of
the land may prepare a scheme. If the
Minister is satisfied on any representation
that a local authority has failed to take the
requiite steps for having a satisfactory
town planpning scheme prepared and ap-
proved in a ease where a town planning
scheme ought to be made, or has failed
to adopt any scheme proposed by
owners of any land, the Minister may order
the local authority to prepare nnd submit
a scheme or to adopt a scheme.

A letter ordering the same was served ont
the Perth City Council by the Minister for
Works and Local Government in 1937, but
so far that local authority has not com-
plied.I

The city of Fremantle has resolved to-
prepare a town planning scheme, but it is
not known when this will be presented to
the Minister for consideration.

If and when town planning schemes; for
the two cities have been completed and a
decision arrived at by the Commonwealth
and State Governments as to future rail-
war gauge and location, then the schemes
existing and proposed by the other local
authorities comprising the metropolitan area
can be brought into comformity -with the
main road policy and other major public
works of the various Government depart-
m en ts.

In its control of land subdivision anti re-
subdivision, under Section 23 of the Act, the-
Town Planning Board consults -with every'
local authority and all Government flepart-
menits and co-ordinates and correlates ac-
tivities.

31
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HOUSING.

(a) As to Gommonweoltb-Stato Rental
Homes.

lion. J1. T. TONICIN asked the 'Minister
Hlousing:

(1) What was the average number of
applications for Commonwieal th-State rental
homes ludged monthly with the State Ilous-
inug Commission for the past six months?7

(2) What was the average -number ot
house available monthly for occupation dur-
ing that period 1

(3) What is the total number of unsatis-
fied applications to date for rental houses,
anti in bow many of these eases has hard-
ship been established and the applieant'A
name placed on the priority list?'

(4I) 'What is the number of applications
in which han~ship hias been established for
rental homevs in the Fremantlp, Mosnian
Park, Cottesloe, North Fremantle, East
Fremantle or 'Melville districts, and how
many honses are, in course of erection in
thes.e districts?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 40M.
(21 78.
(p) Tostal nnmber of unsatisfied applica-

tions, 11,1181; total number of hardship
C~-'e-tznhlished, 3,174.

(4. of, i Appl- No. of C/S
cations
in which

hardship
estab.

houses in No. of C/S
course of houses
erection. occupied.

Fremnantle .... 240 99 93
Mosman Park .... 196 3 170
Cottesloe .... - - 19

Thert, is no suburban dissection 'of Fre-
maintle applicants. The above hardship fig-
ures; do not include the 210 occupants of
converted army camps.

(b) As to Sale Price of Renal Homes.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Ilousinz:

0 I IlHas, lie finalised any arrangements
with the Commonwealth Government regard-
ing the sale price of homes built under the
Commonwealth Housing Scheme?

(2) If so, what are the terms and con-
dition.?

i3 t On what basis is the rental of these
liousei a-sessed?

(4) Will he itemise the percentages for
amortization, interest, rates, maintenance,
repairs, etc.?

(5) WhaL was the value of a buildinug
square for brick and tile in 1939, February
1942, IMarchi 1947, March 1948 and 'March
1949?

(6) 'What was the value for brickz and iron
for those years?

(7) What was the value for weatherboard
and tile for those years?

(8) What was the value for asbestos and
tile for those years?

(9) What was the value for weatherboard
and iron for those years?, .

The MI1NISTER replied:

(1) No. The question will be dealt with
at the next Premiers' Conference.

(2) See (1).

(3) In accordance with the First Schedlule
to the Commonwealth and State Housing
AgrTeement Act, 1945.

(4) (a] Annual amortization allowance
provides for payment of interest at 3 per
cent. on the capital cost of the dwelling over
53 years or over such shorter period as may
be agreed upon.

(h) Maintenance on timber-framed build-
ings, 1 per cent, of capital cost. M1ain-
tenanco on brick buildings %, per ecnt. of
capital cost.

(c) Rates and taixes as. assessed by local
and government authorities for water, sewer-
age and otlier rates and taxes levied on the
dwelling and land.

(d) Insurance at War Service Homes
rates ranging from is. to 4s. per cent.

(e) Vacancies and defaults 5 per cent. of
total of (a) to (d).

(f) Administration £5 per annum per
dwelling,.

(5) Value for brick and tile-

1939, approximately £56 per square.
February, 1942, approximately £E71 15cr

square.
March, 1947, approximately £94 per

Square.
March, 1048, approximately £C111 per

square.
March, 1949, approximately £C121 tper

square.
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(6) Value for brick and iron-
1939 and 1042, not available.
March, 1947, £91.
March, 1948, £E109.
March, 1949, £117.

(7) Value for weatherboard and tile-
1939 and 1942, not available.
March, 1947, £E88.
March, 1248, £104.
March, 1949, 9lU.

(8) Value for asbestos and tile-
1939 and 1942, not available.
March, 1947, f84.
March, 1948, £100.
March, 1949, £107.

(9) Value for wveatherboard and iron-
1939 and 1942, not availahle,
March, 1947, £80.
March, 1948, £102.
March, 1949, £109.

(c) As to Building Costs, Claremont and
JToondanna Heights.

Hon. F. J1. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) Were the costs, per square, of houses
built during 1945-46 by the Housing Corn.
mission at Claremont and at Joondanna
Ifeights approximately £87 per square?

(2) What is now, on the latest figures
available, the contract price for somewhat
similar constructions on a per square basis
and as a finished house?

(3) Is a further rise in costs anticipatedt

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Original types referred to in question

(1) are not now being built, but costs at
1/5/49 per square for improved types of
two and three bedroom cottages now being
constructed are as follows:

£125 2s. Od.-two bed type (four-
roomed house).

£117 7s.-three bed type (five-roomed
house).

(Each with terra cotta tiles, but ex-
cluding fences, gates, paths).

(3) Yes.

(d) As to Pending Applications.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Housing:

How many applicants were waiting on the
1st July, 1948, and the 1st June, 1949, re-
.speetively:

f2l

(a) To occupy Commonwealth-State
rental homes?

(b) For permits to build?
(e) For permits under the self-help

scheme?7

The MINISTER replied:

(a) For Commonwealth-State rental
homes 30/6/48, 7,981; 31/6/49, 11,381.

(b) For permits, 30/6/48, 2,351; 31/5/49;
4,218.

(c) For self-help permits, 30/6/48, self-
help scheme not operating in June, 1948;
31/5/49, 157 (included in 4,218 under (b)).

An increase in the number of applications
pending both for rental homes and permits.
is due to the large number of applications
received from small unit faiies'following
the press announcement in April, 1948, in-
viting such applications. The same person
may be an applicant under all three or any
two of the above categories.

(e) As to Material Supplies and Spec.
Building.

Mr. - LESLIE asked the Minister for
Housing:

(:L) Are sufficient supplies of all building
materials available to meet the requirements
of applicants for home building permits
for.-

(a) private building; (b) war service
homes; (e) Commonwealth-State homes?

(2) Can he indicate from what source
building materials will be made available to
speculative builders without reducing sup-
plies available to those requiring permits
under the categories mentioned in No. 1?

(3) What action will be taken to ensure
that building material supplies ordinarily
available for building under the above cate-
gories, and to meet other purposes for which
permits are ranted, will not be depleted or
reduceed by the operations of speculative
builders?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Building materials are not yet in
sufficient supply to provide houses for all
applicants for homes. Permits to build are
allocated on a basis which aims at a fair
allocation between private building, war ser-
vice homes and Commonwealth-State rental
houses.
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(2) Ready-made houses are expected to
supply homes to applicants becoming entitled
to permits to build who prefer to buy a
ready-made home instead of building under
a permit.

(3) Ready-made homes will be taken in
substitution for houses that would otherwise
be built by recipients of permits to build.

(f) Als to Shortage of Roof Guttering.

Mr. STY ANTS asked the Honorary Min-
ister for Supply and Shipping:

(]) 'What is the position regarding stocks
of galvanisEd iron for the manufacture of
roof guttering in this State?

(2) Is it a fact that the building of homes
is being seriously retarded owing to short-
ageO of this commodity?

(3) What are the prospects of ,this
State's supply being maintained at some-
thing approaching, the demand?

The MINISiTER HOi HOUSING (for
the Honorary 'Minister for Supply and
Shipping) replied:

(I) It has not been possible to maintain
dtocks of galvanised iron for many years.
All incoming shipments arc distributed U.
mannufacturers and fabricated immediately.
Present supply position is critical owing to
redliced output at Newvcastle.

(2) Housing programme has not as yek
been seriously affected, but unless the posi-
tion improves there will 'be some delay in
completion of dwellings.

(3) Present indications are that produc-
tion in the Eastern States has been seri-
ously reduced through coal shortages and
industrial disputes. Manufacturers report
that the position will worsen considerably
unless negotiations are successful.

The Government has authorised the im-
portation of galvanised iron from oversea
sources to be utilised on Public Works pro-
,Pcts and make equivalent supplies avail-
able to private users.

(g) As to Native Timber Requirements for
Standard Home.

Mr. HOAR asked the 'Minister for Hous-
iflg:

What approximate quantity (super ft.
of native timber is normally used in a stan-
dard two-bedroom brick-walled house in
Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:
Quantity of timber used in standard two-

bedroom brick house (excluding fencing)-
4,030 super feet. Pen cing-1,640 super
feet.

(ht) As to Construction on Manning Estate.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Hiousin:

(1) Does the State Housing Commission
intend building 1,000 homes on the Man-
ning Estate near Couio?

(2) What is the anticipated building
ra te ?

(3) Is it a fact that about SO homes are
now in various stages of construction?

The M1INISTE31 replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It is proposed to build at the rate of

250 homes annually.
(3) Sixty-one homes are actually under

construction, and sites have been prepared
for a further SI1 homes, the construction
of which will be Commenced almost imimedi-
ately.

(i) Ap to Eviction Orders and Permits.

lien. A. H. PANTON (without notice)
asked the Minister foir Housing:

(1) Is be aware that statements are
being made in the courts that an eviction
order assists in obtaining a house or per-
mnit Lhroug-h the Ho using Commission?

()Is that the policy of the Commis-
sion ?

(3) If not, w'ill the 'Minister take steps
to prevent such statenients in the future','

The MINISTER replied:

(1) A recently-reported statement may
give the inference that an eviction order
assists in obtaining a house or permit from
the State Housing Commission.

(2) No. The policy of the Commission
is to examine each ease on its merits. The
magistrate is the authority to determnine
the rights as between landlord and tenant,
having regard to all the circumstances. of
.the ease, including the housing Conditions
of each party. If in his discretion he makes
an order, the State Housing Commission
will render all possible assistance to descry-
zag evicted tenants. The Commission has
established a liaison with the courts and an
officer is present when these cases are being
beard.

(3) Answered by No. 2.

4
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MOTOR VEHICLES.
As to American Imports and Distribution.

Hon. J. T. TO7NKIN asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) How many applications. for North
Ameriean motor ears were dealt with by the
State Motor Vehicles Allocation Committee
during the month of May of this year?

(2) How many North American motor
cars were allocated?

(3) Of the total number allocated, how
many were made available to applicants
from the metropolitan area?

(4) What are the names of these success-
ful applicants?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
M),inister for Transport) replied:

(1) 1,285.
(2) 30.
(3) 9.
(4) Mrs. R. Robertson, National Trading

Co., Controller of Stores, Wigmores ttd.,
Employers' Federation, Neptune Oil Co.,
Whittaker -Bros., Burns Philp Co, Ltd., Con-
toller of Stores.

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Locomotive Construction at

IMidland Junction.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways:

What is the number of engines, of all
types, constructed by the Midlahnd Junc-
tion workshops since the 1st January, 1947,
to the end of April, 1940?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

(b) As to Din ol Line.

'Mr. HOAR asked the Premier:
(1) 'Who was responsible for having the

line put into the Dianella lime deposits at
Karridale 9

(2) 'What was the cost of laying, main-
taining aind removing that line?

(3) What amount was received from the
sale of the line?

The PREMIER -replied:
(1) The Government of the day.
(2) Cost of laying-

Amount expended L. 1,094 14 1
Material used without

charge 0... £22 15 10

£1,417 10 0

Maintaining-not recorded.

Removing line'-not recorded.
(3) The line was not sold.' The material

was utilised for maintenane' purposes else-
where on the system,

CEMvENT.
As to Supplies for North-West.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Premier;

(1) Is the Government aware that since
the cessation of the operations of the Ce-
ment Allocation Committee, and the de-con-
trolling of cement, there has been an al-
most desperate shortage of the commodity
for urgent needs in North-West districts?

(2) What steps has the Government
taken to ensure that non-essential and non-
urgent works are not proceeded with until
the vital and urgent needs of industry are
reasonably met?

(3) Will the Government ensure that
quantities of cement are made available
each boat to the North-West, and arrange
for reserves to be held at each port?

The PREMIER treplied:

(1) The Cement Allocation Committee, of
which the Secretary of the State Housing
Commission is chairman, is still functioning
said meets at regular intervals to review pro-
duction and distribution. The shortage of
cement is not confined to the North-West,
as supply, although increasing, is not equal
to demand. To assist the position the
Government has authorised the importa-
tion of considerable tonnages of cement
from the United Kingdom, some of which
has already arrived in this State. The im-
ported cement is being utilised in public
works programmes in order to allow locally
produced cement to be available in larger
quantities for private users. The Swan
Portland Cement Company has on order ad-
ditional plant which will substantially in-
crease its output and governmental action
is being taken with a view to expediting
the delivery of this plant.

(2) Distribution is in the hands of the
Cement Distributors' Association, which com-
prises the major merchants handling ce-
ment. Through their extensive knowledge
of requirements of the State they tre in a
position to direct supplies as far as possible
to essential uses.
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(3) The establishment qf reserve stocks
at each of the northern ports would in-
volve considerable tonnages of a commod-
ity already in short supply. Other outer
districts have similar problems and would
also claim the establishment of buffer
stacks. It is considered that difficulties
would arise in withdrawing the compara-
tively substantial quantities involved by the
establishment of buffer stocks and the mat-
ter of diversion to essential uses also pre-
sents difficulties. The needs of the North-
West areas are appreciated and the pro-
vision of the best possible volume of sup-
plies for these areas is kept under
examination by the Cement Allocation
Committee. Following representations from
the Cement Allocation Committee to meet
the special needs of the North-West areas,
317 tons of cement were despatehed to
centres. from Carnarvon to Wyndham as
follows:

March-I 39 tons.
April-93 tons.
May (to 25th)-S5 tons.

COAL.
(a) A.s to Black Diamond Open-Cut.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister representing
the Minister for Mines:

(1) What is the total tonnage of over-
burden removed from the Black Diamond
open-cut for the period from the 22nd April,
1948, to the 21st April, 10491

(2) Total cost of removing same, includ-
ing all charges connected therewith!

(3) Total tonnage of codl won from the
Black Diamond open-cut for the period from
the 22nd April, 1948, to the 21st April, 1949?

(4) Total value of such coal 'woni

The MAINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) and (2) Railways advise that no par-
ticulars are available since the 31st Decem-
ber, 1948, but that-ta the 31st December,
1948, 134,655 tons of overburden were -re-
moved, and the cost was £17,817 2s, 4d.

(3) antI (4) Returns supplied by the
Amalgamated Collieries Ltd. to the Mines
Department for the period to the 30th April,
1949, show that coal won from December,
1948--date of first production-to the 30th.
April, 1949, was 16,799.05 tons and the
value stated is £19,948,87.

(b) As to Wilga Reservation.

Air. MAY asked the Minister representing
the Minister for Mines:

What is the total area now reserved as a
mineral field by the Mines Department with
respect to the Wilga coal basin?

The MIINISTER F'OR HOUSING re-
plied:

The Wilga coal basin comprises, as far
as is known at present, approximately
16,000 acres. Of this area at least half is
already alienated under the Land and Min-
ing Acts, and the balance is reserved from
occupation.

MILK, CONDYENSED.

As to Permit for Factory.

Hon. J. T?. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) On what date did John Glass & Sons
first make application to the Department
of Agriculture for a permit to 'erect pre-
mises for the purpose of manufacturing con-
densed milk',

(2) Is it the intention of the Agricultural
Department to grant a permit! If so, when?

(3) Will be tahle the papers concerning
this mattert

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Applications dated approximately

November and December, 1948, but not in
order.

(2) Yes, when application is in order.
(3) Yes.

WATER SUPPLIES.

(a) As to Port Hedland Scheme.

Mr. . HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What length of piping is required in
connection with the water supply for Port
Hedland from the Turner River?

(2) WVhat quantity, if any, has arrived at
Port Hedland I

(3) When is a start likely to be made on
laying the pipes?

(4) When is the scheme likqly to be comn-
pleted?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 104,300 lineal feet.

36
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(2) Approximately 10,000 lineal feet
either at Port Hedland, on ship, or await-
ing shipment.

(3) Approximately 'November.
(4) Depends entirely on rate of delivery

of pipes; at present rate approximately two
years.

(b,) As to Comprehensive Scheme
Reticulation.

Hon. A. R. G. IIAWKE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Is it a fact that the proposed compre-
hensive agricultural. areas water supply
scheme of his Government will reticulate
approximately 5,000,000 acres of agricul-
tural country less than would have been
reticulated under the scheme of the pre-
vious Government? The question is asked
in view of the fact that the Premier yester-
day told us that his Government's scheme
will cost less than a similar scheme pro-
posed by the previous Government.

The PREMIER replied:

I sin aware that the proposed scheme of
this Government will reticulate a smaller
area than that Proposed by the Government
of which the hon. member was a member.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Five million acres
less!

The PREMTIER: Yes; but the hon. mem-
ber is also aware that a committee of in-
vestigation, set up by the Prime Minister,
visited Western Australia and made recom-
mendations in regard to this scheme, aind it
is considered desirable in order that the
work may proceed as rapidly as possible,
that the lesser scemete should be initiated.
I presnme that does not mean that further
development cannot take place at a later
date.

POTATO DISTRIBUTORS (W.A.) LTD.

As to Capital, Shareholders, etc.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minis-
ter for Lands:-

(1.) How many shareholders are in
Potato Distributors (W.A.) Ltd.?

(2) What is the capital involved in this
company?

(3) When were they registered?
(4) What amount of money have they

drawn from potatoes since beingr regis-
tered?9

37

(5) Are any members of the Potato
Board shareholders in the Potato Distribu-
tors (W.A.) Ltd.?

(6) If so, who are they?
(7) W~hat amount of money has one A.

Murray drawn from the distribution of
potatoes?

*Toie MINISTE ? replied:

(') 24.
(2) This information is available at the

office of the Registrar of Companies.
(3) Answered by No. 2.
(4) From the 1st October, 1048, to the

31st May, 1949, the commission has
amounted to £11,739 is. 3d.

(5) No.
(6) Answered by No. 5.
(7) The distribution manager has been

allowed £3,082 18s. 106., which amount is
included in that quoted under question No.
4. Out of this amount, the maintenance of
offe~s, a large office staff and stationery,
etc., has to be provided. The invoicing of
merchants in the potato trade, account sales
to growers and all records required by the
Potato Marketing Board have to be fur-
nished.

SERHVICEMEINtS LAND SETTLEMENT.

As to Profit and Loss.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
Lands:

What has been the profit, or loss, to the
State in the years 1047 and 1948, respec-
tively from War Service Land Settlement
farms which have been worked-

(a) by temporary lessees prior to oc-
cupancy -by a soldier allottee;

(h) by allottees operating on a care-
taker-allottec basis?

The MINISTER replied:

(a) Profit from lease cropping and
from cropping financed by State funds,
including prodhee on hand, is as fol-
lows:

1946-1947: Operations confined to
fallowing, etc., in preparation for
1947-1948 seeding.

1946-1047: £14,03.5 11s. 5d. No. 6
Advance for wheat still outstanding.
(b) Farms were not occupied on Pare-

taker-nllottee basis until August, 1048.
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Where allotment on a lease basis is
completed prior to July 31st in any
year, the net crop broceds are paid
to the credit of the allottee.

LOCAL AUTHO1LITY GRANTS.

(a) As to Presentation by Members of
Pariamnent.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:
(1) Is it customary that grants of money

fromn the Treasury to Local Authorities
and/or Boards for special services to he
performed by them are presented by a local
miemnber of parliament on behalf of the
Government'?,

(2) If not, will the precedent established
in tile recent case where the Hon. J. M1. A.
Cunningham was given a cheque for £100
from the Treasury for presentation to the
Boulder Cemetery Board become the estab-
lished custom in these matters?

The l''?EMJER replied:
(1) No.
(2) INo.

(b) As to Accuracy of Press Report.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Premier:

Because of the brevity of the answers
given by thec Premier to a question of mine
appearing on the notice paper today in con-
nection with a matter which, I think, con-
cerns all members-that is the presentation
of a cheque by lHon. J. 31. A. Cunningham,
which I understand was delivered direct to
him from the Treasury, to the Boulder
Cemetery Board-I would like to ask the
Premier if the information conveyed in this
new, item from the "Kialgoorlie Miner" of
the 10th June, 1949, is substantially correct
as far as the re-cipt of a cheque by the
Hon. J. M1. A. Cunningham from the
Treasury for presentation to the Cemetery
Board is eoerned. The item states-

During the week the secretary of the Boulder
Cemetery Board, Mr. K. Harvey, was presented
with a cheque for f100 by Mr. J. M. A. Cun-
ningham, M.L.C., oil behalf of the Government,
to be spent in repairing the damage done at
the Boulder cemetery by the floods of Feb-
rear v, 1948. The Government had originally
offered to give the board £ 100 to fill in the
holes cised by the ground subsiding, pro-
rideid the board first spent £50 in putting the
headstones in order. Mr. Cunningham ex-
plained to the IUnder Treasurer that the head-
stones could not be righted until the sunken

graves had first been filled in whereupon the
Under Treasurer had given him the cheque
for the board.

I ask the Premier, is it a fact that the Treas-
ury supplied a member of Parliament with
a cheque for this particular purposes

The PREMIER replied:

I, as Treasurer, did approve of an amount
of £100 being made available to the
Bouldlir Cemetery Board. Until the matter
was raised by the hon. member I had not any
idea that it was handed to Mr. Cunninighpin,
M.L.C. The usual practice is, of course, that
such moneys are sent direct, and not by any
person. But I understand, from inquiries I
have made, that the Hon. J. M. A. Cunning-
ham was talking to the Under Treasurer who
asked him if be was going to Kalgoorlie that
evening, and he said, "Yes." The Under
Treasurer then said, "You can fake the
cheque with you."

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION.

As to Gecneral Manager's Appointment.

Rion. E. NELSEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is it a fact that 10 minutes before
the Perth City Council Finance Committee
recommended to the full Council that it sell
the Eletricity & Gas Department, Mr. Ed-
mondson was given anl increase of £500 per
annum; also that as a member of the State
Electricity Commission he receives £250,
making a total salary of £E2,750 per annum?

(2) Why was not the very important posi-
tion of General Manager of the S.E.C., ad-
vertised, and an engineer qualified and ex-
perienced in power stati on technique and

generation of electricity appointed?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The actions of the City Council are not
known to me. The salary received is as

stated.

(2) The conditions under which the Com-
mission acquired the City Council's elec-
tricity undertaking provided that the staff
were to be transferred at a status equal to
that previously enjoyed. The position of
General Manager, State Electricity Com-
mission, was then vacant.
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TIMBER.

As to Exports.
-Mr. BOAR asked the Minister for

Forests:
(1) What quantity of Western Aps-

tralian timber (super ft.' has been exported
oversea for the years 1945-46, 1946-47, 1947-
48 and what is expected to be the quantity
exported for 1948-499

(2) 'What is the value of the timber for
each periodI

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2):
Loads Percentage

0 Exported VTalue. Total of
Year. Oversca. E Production.

1945-40 14,358 239,918 8.08
1946-47 21,538 418,500 10.8
1947-48 30,748 673,263 14.7

The estimates for the year 1948-49 are:-
25,000 loads; £500,000; 12.2 pet cent.

One load equals 600 super feet.
Conferences have taken place this year

with the Sawmillers' Association with a view
to further reductions in the quota for over-
sea exports.

ELECTORAL.

As to Leederville Roll.

lion. A. IL PANTON asked the Attorney
General:

(1) Is he aware that arn electoral roll for
Leederv'ille has just been is~ued up to the
21st March, 1949?

(2) in view of the Re-distribution of Seats
Act having now become law, does he not
consider it a waste of money printing rolls
under the old Act?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No. I anm advised by the Chief

Electoral Officer that it was advisable to have
the roll printed so that the rolls for the new
districts under the Re-distribution of Seats
Act could be speedily and efficiently pre-
pared.

PARLIAMENTARY SESSION.
As to Adjournment and Protection for

Memnbers.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Premier:
(1) What arrangements has he in mind

to safeguard the position of private Inem-
hers and to overcome Standing Order No. 59

and Sections 38 and 39 of the Constitution
Acts Amendrient Act of 1899?

(2) Does he therefore intend to take steps
to protect members, who may not be qualifiea
to sit in the Chamber, or alternatively will
he takce steps to declare every seat vacant in
this Parliament?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) and (2) The opinion of the Solicitor
General is that no action is necessary.

PRICES CONTROL.

As to Conferences of State Ministers.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Attorney General:

Are the conferences of State Ministers in
regard to prices control considered by him
to be satisfactory and does he regard State
control of prices as adequate and satisfac-
tory'?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

The chairman of the conferences of State
Ministers; the Minister for Labour of New
South Wales, has stated that the conduct
of )riees by the meeting of Ministers is
efficient and wvelt carried out, and with that
statement I entirely agree.

Hon. F. J.' S. WISE: I would like to
ask the Minister to answer the last part of
my question, does he consider that State
control of prices is satisfactory?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.

As to Improvement Scheme.

Hion. J1. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

In view of the congestion which takes
place now in the Fremantle Harbour and of
the fact that the new Fremantle Harbour
scheme will take years to complete, is it the
intention of the Government to go on with
the harbour improvement scheme in the near
future?

The MINISTER replied:

The best I can say to the hon. member is
that the report submitted by Mr. Tydeman
just recently is receiving the urgent atten-
tion of the Government and that, when the
Government's policy with regard to the
matter is determined, there will he no delay
wvhatever in making a start.
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EDUCATION.
(a) As to Lakewood School Playground.

Mr. MeCULLOCH (without notice) asked
the Minister for Education:

Will the Minister take the necessary action
to have the playground at the Lakewood
State School regravelled and surfaced 'with
a coating of bitumen, as the playground re-
ferred to resembles a ploughed field and is
unfit for children to play upon; also, the
playground is totally unsuitable for physical
training classes?

The MINISTER replied:
I will have the matter looked into and

advise the hion. member as quickly as I can.

(M As to School Accommodation at Como.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Education:

(1) What area is allowed per pupil when
computing the size of school rooms?

(2) What is the seating capacity of Como
School?

(3) How many pupils are now enrolled
at Como school?

(4) How many classes axeo there at Como
school?7

(5) What arrangements have been made
to accommodate the iniflux of pupils from
the Manning Estate, and the many homes
being built on the river side of Canning
Highway.

The MINISTER replied:
(1) A minimum of 11 square feet per

child, hut in many new rooms now being
constructed to receive new type desks and
other classroom furniture, 13 square feet
would be a reasonable approximation.

(2) Desks are provided far 351 pupils.
(3) The enrolment is 333.
(4) There are seven classes.
(5) In regard to the extra accommoda-

tion concerning the Manning Estate, ar-
rangemients are being made to extend the
South Como school as conditions require.

(c) As to Midland.TJunction Infants' School.

Mr. BRADY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Education:

Having regard to the serious position at
Midland Junction conerfning accommoda-
tion for children attending the State school,
can he say if a commencement on the new

-infants' school will be made this year?

The MINISTER replied:

To the best of my knowledge and belief,
work is starting almost immediately.
(d) As to Midland Junction High.School.

Mr. BRADY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Education:

In view of the neglected state of the sani-
tary block at the Midland Junction High
School, will the Minister state whether ten-
ders are being called for its renewal?

The MINISTER replied:

The Public Works Department advises
that levels for connection to sewerage have
been taken and that plans for the erection
of a new sanitary block will be completed
by the end of July.

CAiTTLE INDUSTRY COMPENSATION.

As to Legislation.

Mr. HOAR (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands:

In view of the great interest of the
dairying industry in the Cattle Industry
Compensation Bill introduced last session,
does he intend to proceed with this Bill,
introduce a new BiDl, or abandon the idea
of cattle compensation altogether?

The MINISTER replied:
It is not my intention to proceed with the

Bill,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
As to Offer of Kalgoorlie Generators.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKCE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

Is he prepared to lay upon the Table of
the House all papers dealing with the offer
to the Government of two 12,500 kilowatt
generators at Kalgoorlie?

The MINISTER replied: The hion. mem-
ber will understand that I might prefer to
have a look at the papers. before I say
"1yea"l or "nay." I anticipate having no
objection.I

Hon. J. T. Tonin: Have you not had a
look at them yet?

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.

As to KooUnda's Schedule.

Mr. HEONEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for the North-West:
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In: view of the fact that the people of the
northern areas are alarmed at the prolonged
absence of the "Koolinda"l from the northern
coast, is he in a position to indicate the
approximate date on which the ship will sail
from Fremantle to northern ports?

The MINISTER replied:
The latest information I have is that the

"Koolinda" will sail on the 18th July.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the Premier, ordered:
That the House, unless otherwise ordered,

shall meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdaysp at 4.80
p.m., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m. it necessary,
and if requisite, from 7.30 pim. onwards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, orderled:
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Govern-

wnent business shall take precedence of all
motions and Orders of the Day.

BILL-TUBERCULOSIS (COMMON-
WEALTH AND STATE

ARRANGEMENT).

Second Redding.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
A. V_ R. Abbott-North Perth) [5.18] in
moving the second reading said: As -members
are aware, the Commonwealth Government
and the States last year entered into an ar-
rangement to co-operate in a campaign to re-
duce the incidence of tuberculosis in every
possible way. With a view to furthering that
object, this House passed an amendment to
the Health Act last session making wide pro-
visions for dealing with the disease, item-
hers were then informed that the Common-
wealth had agreed to bear the cost of reim-
bursement to the State of all new approved
capital expenditure of the States as from
the 1st July, 1948, for the provision of lands
and building-s, furnishings, equipment and
plant for the diag-nosis, treatment and con-
trol of tuberculosis; and also to bear the
cost of maintenance expenditure of the
States approved by the Commonwealth in
excess of the net maintenance expenditure
incurred by the States in diagnosis, treat-
ment and control of tuberculosis after the
year ended the 30th June, 1948.

The present Bill is to authorise the State
Government to enter into an agreement -with
the Commonwealth Government for the pur-
pose of implementing the arrangement I
have mentioned. The proposed agreement
is set out in the schedule to the Bill. The
principal provisions of the agreement are
that f he Commonwealth shall reimburse the
State for the following:-

Capital expenditure by the State on or after
the first day of July, one thousand nine hun-
dred. and forty-eight, in the provision by the
State of land and buildings for use in the diag-
nosis, treatment and control of tuberculosris
and in the erection and improvement of build-
ings and the provi.,3on of furnishings, equip-
ment and plant for such use; and the net
aiinteniance expenditure by the State in re-

lation to thc diagnosis, treatment and control
of tuberculosis in institutions (or part of any
institution) or on services or facilities which,
in tl-e opinion of the Minister, are conducted
by the State or by any authority of the State
primtirily and principally for the diagnosis,
treatment end control of tuberculosis in any
financisl year after the year which ended on
the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine
hundred and forty-eight, to an extent not ex-
ceeding the amount by which thant expenditure
is in excess of the net maintenance expenditure
in relation to the diagnosis, treatment and con-
trol of tuberculosis incurred by the State in
such institutions or part of any such institu-
tion and on such services or facilities during
that last-mentioned year.

It -will therefore be seen that the State
has still to bear the expenditure in connec-
tion with tuberculosis that it was incurring
as at the- 30th day of June, 1948, and the
Commonwealth will bear only any increased
expenditure which it approves and which
is incurred in excess of that sum as from the
30th June, 1948. There are some other im-
portant provisions in the agreement. One
of them is that the State shall, before the
1st January, 1950, bring into force legis-
lattion for the purpose of Carrying on the
ag'reement. This State has already done
that, having anticipated this agreement.
The necessary provisions were inserted into,
the Health Act earlier in the session. It is
also a term of the agreement that the State
shall have a full-time Director of Tuber-
culosis.

For some time past this State has had a
full-time director, Doctor Henzell, who is
recognised throughout Australia as an auth-
ority on this disease. Members will be-
aware that very high praise has been given
to the surgical treatment of tuberculosis in
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this State. There has been established a
chest clinic in which one of the leading
chest surgeons of Australia, Doctor Clark_,
is available. The work that is being done
by him and those associated with him in the
clinic is recognised as some of the best work
in this regard yet done in Australia. The
agreement is for a period of 10 years from
the lst July, 1948 andI is to be carried
on after that unless and until terminated by
either party. I hope and believe that this
co-operation between the States and the
Commonwealth in the campaign to stamp
out the dread disease with which we are
dealingr will constitute a great advance in the
medical treatment of the malady. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. H. Penton, debate
adjourned.

BILL-BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL

ACT AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE).

Second Reading.

THE MINySTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R?. R. MeDonald-West Perth) [5.28] in
molinw h scn reading said: This
measure is to continue in force until the
end of next year, the Building Operations
and Buildiug Materials Control Act, 1945-
1948. M1embers will recall that the parent
Act is divided into two parts, the first of
which deals with the control of building
operations and requires that before there can
be any building a permit has to be obtained
unless, in any one year, the amount to be
spent on a dwelling is £50 and not more and
on business premises £100O and not mnore.
The second part of the parent Act aims
at controlling the distribution of certain
building- materials specified in the schedule
to that Act. This part enabled a per-
mit to be required before any such build-
ing inaaterials could be purchaised or sold.
T'he apthorityN to administer the Act is the
State llousingr Commission, and it is pro-
posed, with the consent of the House, to
continue the measure for the period that
I hare mentioned.

With regard to the first part of the
parent Act, that is the control of building
operations, that control still continues and,
as I have explained before, the object of
maintaining it on an overall basis is to
equate the number of permits to build

issued with the volume of materials becom-
ing available. Several objectives are at-
tained in that way. One is to enable build-
ing to be undertaken by those most in need
of accommodation and to cut out what are
called luxury home;, or unnecessary houses,
such as beach cottages.. Another is to
ensure that by a balance between permits
issued and materials available, one a man
gets a permit he may expect to complete
the building within a reasonable time. That
part of the Act is in operation a§ it has
been from the first pU%sing of the Act al-
though the policy of the Government and
the Commission has been steadily to lib-
eralise opportunities to build by enabling
applicants to erect houses under various
special sections in respect of which they
have a better opportunity of obtaining a
permit to build.

An example of these special sections is
the self-help scheme under which the appli-
cant is permitted to build a small house
if he can provide not less than one-third
of the skilled labour required in the erec-
tion from his own resources-I mean him-
self and those of his friends whomn be can
call in to aid him. That class of building
receives certain encourag-ement by the State
Housing Comnmission.

In connection with the second part of
the parent Act, namely the control of the
distribution of building materials, it has
been found possible to remove control from
a number of materials that were under con-
trol. up to the commencement of last year.
Time materials from which control in regard
to distribution has been removed, are
bricks, timber, paint, nails and cement. Of
locally produced materials, control of dis-
tribution is still maintained on asbestos
products because they have been in short
supply-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The materials you
mentioned have been removed from the
schedule to the Acti

The 'MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
materials I mentioned have not been re-
moved from the schedule.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: But you have re-
laxed control over them?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Con-
trol has been removed from those items but
the Act has been continued in the form in
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which it was originally introdued. Con-
trol over those materials can be re-imposed
at any time if thought desirable and where
it would be in the public interest.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You relaxed them
but did not remove theni from the
schedule?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is correct. The Act does not state that
these items as contained in Part 1L shall
be controlled, but it says that they may be
controlled in regard to their distribution.
It is a discretionary power of the State
Housing Commission to impose the controls
as may be thought proper-.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I know the parent
Act well. I remember the trouble I had in
introducing it.

The M1INISTE31 FOR HOUSING: I
think the parent Act had the support of
both sides of the House.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It had your support
anyway.

The MINIStE3 FOR HOUSING: It
may have had mny support and perhaps I
am always on the wrong side but in any
ease I think it had my support at the time.
The items which are still controlled under
Part II of the parent Act include those
which are imported from the Eastern
States, such as galvanised iron, porcelain
ename baths, piping, plumbing fixtures and
steel products required in housing- Those
commodities are in short supply and, in
fact, they have been so for years. Their
suppl 'y has been in a critical condition
owingr to the various dislocations in manui-
facture in the Eastern States.

There is, or has beenL and still is, some-
Cornmonwealth supervision over the quotas
to the various States in connection with some
mnaterials, steel products in particular. Ou
the whole, as far as the quota system is
concerned, our State has received a not un-
reasonable share compared with other
States, hut owing to dislocations in produc-
tion the position has becomre acute not only

in this State hut also in all the other
States.

Under the overall control imposed by the
first part of the parent Act, relatiag to per-
mnits for building operations, the building
programme has shown a steady increase
since 1946-4-7. The buildingZ rate per annum
then wats 2,120 dwellings: in 1947-48 it was

2,923 dwellings per year and in the last
quarter of last year, the quarter ended the
31st December, houses wvere being built at
an annual rate of 4,030' The first quarter of
the new year is always a reduced quarter
on account of holidays in the buildinkg in-
dustry and in the industries producing
building materials. In this particular year
production of buildings and materials was
seriously affeted by the interruptions to
power which took place between December
last and the cad of March this year. How-
ever, in the first quarter of this year houses
were being constructed at the rate of 3,300
per annum as against 2,464 for the first
quarter of last year.

The Building- Control Act was introduced
by the member for Oascoyne in 1945 and
at thi3 stage I might make some short refer-
ence to a return from the Commonwealth
Department of 'Works and Housing showing
the position regarding Commonwealth-State
rental homes up to and as at the 30th June
last. This is the last comprehensive report
which I hare received from the Common-
wealth Department of Housing. The report
show-s that Western Australia had built more
rental homes than any other State and they
are boeing built in this State at the rate of
approximately 1,000 per year. The rents
Of OuT reatal homes compare favourably
with those in other States. The position as
at the 30th June last was as follows:-

New Souith Wales, 45s. to 50s. per week.
Vi;ctoria, 40s. to 4.5s. per week.
Taiinaaia, 35s. to 4Os. per week.
Queensland, 359. to 37s. 6d. per week.
\V?stcrn Austrilia, 329. 6d. to 35s. per week.

3.1r. Ma1,y: Are they all the same type of
house?9

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
are approximately the same type of house.
There are some variations but they .are
meant, in the Comm onwealth-S tate rental
scheme, to cater for the same class of people
and they approximate to the same scale of
construction. In this State, however, our
houses are generally considered to he rather
superior to houses in other Stares and it
has been contended that in Western Aus-
tralia we need to have more verandah space
and larger eaves than are required in the
Eas3tern States.

Hion. F. J. S. Wise: In two States a big-
ger percentage would be timber houses, too.

43
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes. The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
Trhose figures were the rentals as at the 30th
June, last year.

Mr. Hoar: Are not the rentals governed
by family income?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I will
mention that in a moment. Houses completed
in earlier years show lower rents based on
lower costs. The family income provision
referred to by the hon. member is a term
in the Commonwealth-State Housing Agree-
ment under which the rent to be paid shall
not exceed one-fifth of the family income.
The lowest rent that can be charged is 8s.
per week. The family income is the aggre-
gate of the people who live in 'the houge,
,subject to certain percentage deductions for
incomes other than those of the head of the
house. I will not go into the details because
they are set out in the agreement. Further,
the return of the Commonwvealth Depart-
mnent of Housing showed that on the 30th
June la9t our rental homes at that time
showed the best experience with regard to
the payment of rent. The following are the
fizures for the various States:-

Tenants

New South Wales -

Queensland - .

Victoria - .-

Tasm~ania - --

Western Australia .-

On that date also, the
year, the comparisons in
square were--

'New South Wales
Vietoria
Oueenslaiid -

Tasmania -

Western Australia

and the comparison
house was_

per

30th Ju
building

square

New South Wales - --

Victoria . - .

Queensland - -

Tasmania -. . --

Western Australia -- --

Mfr. Styants: On what date wi

The MINISTER
the 30th June last.

FOR HOUS

Mr. Styants: Twelve months ag

those figures are from the latest return I
have received from the Commonwealth De-r
portment of Housing giving a comprehen-
sive report on the Commonwealth-Stater
rental houses in the various States. The
report also shows the average cost of un-
developed land for dwelling sites in the
metropolitan areas of all the States which
are as follows--

New South Wales, £100 to £120 per site.
Victoria, £80 to £.100 per site.
Tasimnina, £75 per site.
Queensland, £:50 to £60 per site.
Wcstcrn Australia, £35 per site.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The cost of building
has gone up since the 30th June last year,
has it not? -

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
it has in all States, but I quoted these fig-
ures to show that, partly due to the opera-
tion of the Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act, the comparative costs
of housing in this State relate favourably
to the costs in other Ptates.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Of course, nearly 40
to 50 per cent, increase in two years is very
heavy.

860 The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
151 has happened in all States and for reasons
ill which I will not discuss at present. In order

50 to encourage production of building
42 materials the Government last year set up a

no of last Building Materials Division of the Depart-
costs per nient of Industrial Development, in charge of

the Deputy Director of Industrial Develop-
Brick. ment, Air. Teruby, and that division is

E charged with the object of encouraging the
169 expansion of building materials of all kinds
147 in aid of the State's building programme
147 and it has done valuable work to increase

12 output in a number of constructions, and is
still doing so.

of timber Mr. May: Have you any means of show-

Timber. ing distribution of the decontrolled material?

E The MINISTER FOR HOUSING; We
153 have pretty good means of knowing what
131 the position KS
115
127 Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I will tell you some-
106 thing about that.

as that? The, MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The

ING: On Housin,, Commission keeps a close watch
on building materials and their utilisation.
Althoucgh in every case, control Or no eon-

o. trol of distribution, it will be found that
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some materials go into non-essential uses,
they will not amount to a great deal, and a
.survey was recently made of the brick posi-
tion in order to determine over the metro-
politan area to what extent bricks *were
.possibly going into channels which were not
essential.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: There are tens of
thousands being stored up for unproductive
wvorks.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
has not been the result of the investigations
made by the Commission.

Hon. F. tJ. S. Wise: I will take you
-around and show you.

The MINISTER FOR H OUSING:- Bricks
will be found on sites but they are there for
the purpose of works approved and about
to be approved. In some cases it will1 he
found that contract builders, who have a
-number of houses on hand, accumulate sup-
plies at a depot for the execution of their
various works. To my mind there are ab-
solutely valid reasons which show that a
reimposition of controls of these kinds would
be a retrograde move. I have an open mind
about the reimposition of controls if the
public interest requires it, but in my opinion
it is something that would not, on present
indications, be desirable in the public in-
terest.

Mr. May: What about the distribution of
mnaterials on the black market?9

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
believe the distribution of materials and the
absence of black marketing to he more satis-
factory in this State than in a number of
other States and that is the effect of the re-
port I have received. I pass to a short refer-
ence to Some of the more important mater-
ials. In the production of brick;, in January,
2946, the output was 47 per cent. of the
pre-war output. in Mar-h of this year,
which is the lost month for which I have had
percentages to date, the output had risen
from 47 per cent in January 1946 to 102
per cent. of the pre-war output. The Gov-
ernment, through its Building Materials
Division, has rendered aid to the brick-
making industry in a great many directions.
Some six brickworks have -received financial
support to enable them to mechanise and
improve their working plants. Other woks
have received valuable technical advice and
nssistne, and the services of the depart-

ment are being utilised all the time in the
metropolitan area as well as in the country
to ass~st in the production of bricks.

The installation at the State Brick works
at Byford, is obsolete and long overdue for
replacement. In 19)47, the Government sent
to England the then manager, Mr. Kitching,
in order that he might examine the matter of
new plant and get into touch with manu-
facturers with a view to installing an up-
to-date system. Unfortunately, before he re-
turned, he died, and a regrettable delay was
occasioned. To meet the situation, the Gov-
ermnent obtained the services of the present
manager, Mr. T. P, Elston, through the
Agent General, who was asked to secure a
man of wide experience and wide knowledge
of meehanisation. He arrived in this State
last year and has not only been engaged in
improving the output of the existing
plant-last month the output from the State
works was up 100,000 bricks as compared
with the preceding month-but has also
been actively occupied in finalisinge plans
for the new installation at Byford.

Orders for the presses have been sent to
England to the Agent General in order that
he may make the requisite arrangements
with the manufacturers, and it is hoped that.
the orders for the additional material and
installations will be placed in the not dis-
tant future. In that event, the State works
will have an output of 360,000 bricks a
week from a modern plant supplying a
high-class brick, as is done at present. This3
long-needed replacement of the old and ob-
solete plant is proceeding as rapidly as is
possible under the conditions existing today
when it is extremely difficult to get supplies
from manufacturers, not only oversca but
also in our own State.

The production- of cemeat in 1946 was
616 per cent, of the pre-war figure. In 1948
the production had risen to 103 per cent.
and for March of this year-the last month
for which I have figures-the production
was 307, per cent, of the pre-war figure.
Some considerable time ago the company
or~ered additional plant, which will enable
it to expand its production in the first place
by 530 per cent, and later by 100 per cent.
The Gdvernmexit is taking measures to as-
sist in the delivery of the new plant. The
estimated production of cement from the
local works-the Swan Portland Cement
Company-for the current year to the 311thr
Jine is 60,000 tons.
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lion. F. J1. S. Wise. What percentage of
the output is the Government taking?

The MI1N.ISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Government has been taking a substantial
percentage.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Do you know the
figure?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
s hould not like to estimate the figure because
I might not be correct. Owing to the de-
mands of the country water supply scheme
and the urgent necess ity for additional
water supplies in the country areas, it has
been considered that the peeds of the de-
partment for cement represent a high pri-
ority and, of course, housing also repre-
sents a high priority. In order to ease the
position, the Government has authorised the
importation of cemnit on a considerable
scale. Six thousand tons ;v-rc ordered from
the UnitMd Kingdom some months ago and
that cement has been arriving in the last
two months. Orders have been placed in
the United Kingdom for an additional 8,000
tons. This imported cement is being ab-
sorbed by governmental works, particularly
water supplies, leaving the local produc-
tion to be available in greater volume for
loval users.

Mr. Styants: How does the imported
cement compare in price?

The MNIN'ISTER. FOR HOUSING:
Double.

lion. J. T. Tonkin: It arrive:, in had con-
dition, too; the bags arc not strong enough
to hold it.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
has been difficulty in some instances, but we
hope to overcome that. The main thing is
to get the cement here. As time goes on, no
iltult containers will be improved.

11(n. J. T. Tonkin: If it doe's not arrive
in better condition, you may have difficulty
in the unloading.

The 'MINISTER FOR HtOUSING: Yes,
nut doubtless that would apply to any im-
portations. Under existing conditions, the
containers in many instance are far from
what is desirable..

lHon. J. T. Tonkin: Is the Minister aware
that this cement was breaking, out of the
bagsi and causing considerable inconvenience
to the men unloading it?

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
know there have been some breakages. As
to tiles, in 1940 the production was 9u per
cent, of the pre-war figure; in 1048 it was
178 per cent, and in -March 1949, it wvas
195 per cent, of the pro-war figure. Tbk
relatesi mainly to terra-cotta tiles. As a re-
sult of the enterprise of merchants, I expect
that the tile position will sbow a steady
improvement.

Oif fibrous plaster, the production has
risen from 105 per cent, increase on the pre-
war figure in 1946 to 154 per cent. in 1948
and 179 per cent. in Mart of this year.
Asibestos cement sheets have been a matter
of considerable difficulty. Owing to the re-
Atictioii5 on the availability of fibre, which
formerly came largely from South Africa,
a;nd is now under short supply there on
account of an embargo on export from that
country-

lion F. 3. S. Wise: What is the objection
to using asbestos from the Hamersley Range?

The IINISTER FOR HOUSING: Efforts
have been made to obtain supplies of blue
asbestos from the Hamersley Range, but the
produttion is very small. The company has a
big demiand for its product.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Outside of 'Western
Australia.

The -MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.
As, we consider most emphatically that this
State Fhould share in the production of
blue asbestos, the Director of Industrial
Deve'opmient has been making urgent repre-
r-entatioiis to endeavour to secure a per-
centage for use in our own industry. In
March last the production of asbestos
cement sheets was 283 per cent. of the pre-
war tizure. The main producers, James
Hlardie & Co., have acquired new buildings
at W"elshpool and arc there installinn- a
completely new plant. Subject to fibre sup-
plies bigavailable, they should he able
substantially to increase the quantity avail-
able for the building industry. In addi-
tion, the Government has anthorised the im-
portation of a considerable quantity of
corrugated and flat asbestos sheets from
the United Kingdom. The first instalment
has, I think, already arrived in the State
and will be usedto relieve the housing re-
qu1irem1ents and the requirements of war
service land settlement. In the ease- of tim-
her, the prod netion-unl ike other materials
-is below the pre-war figure. The chief

46
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reason for the failure of the timber indus-
try to recover from the war years has been~
lack of labour, especially skilled labour, as
well as lack of plant and materials.

Mr. Msay: And lack of amenities for the
men.

Mr. Styants: And lack of accommodation
for married men.

The -MINISTER FOR HOUSING: To
seine extent those factors might apply, but
the, main factors are the ones I have men-
tionied, plus the fact that the timber indus-
try involves very large installations and re-
quires 'bush lines of railways, and also the
building of colonies of houses. It there-
fore takes a considerable time before a nei
mill can be in production.

lon. J1. T. Tonkin: If we sent less tint-
her away, we would be better off.

Thne MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
shall have a fewv words to say on that mat-
ter, perhaps, when I reply, but the timber
w~hich is being retained in the State is in
larger volume than ever before. The ratio
of exports is lower than it was three years
,nto and it is being reduced still further
in consultatiofl with the sawmillers, but rea-
sons exist-particularly the reason for em-
ployment in the timber industry-which
would make it exceedingly dangerous for
us to lose the whole of our oversea marketsI
which have been built up by a great deal
of work. I think the Lcader of the Oppo-
sition wvent to Ceylon in connection with
the timber market; and it is not many years
azo since the Government reduced royal-
ties because the merchants could not dis-
pose of their timber oversea.

lion. F. J1. S. Wise: Do you not think I",
will be P long time before we need to use
those markets?

The MIXISTFA1 FOR HOrSING: I
think it may not be so very long.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you not thinkc
that jrrnh and karri are so well known as
not to require even token shipments?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: My
odvices are not to that effect. A mill is a
large project. A mill like Quindinup, which
is coming into production, will cost
£150,000, and that cost can only be recouped
after 30 or 40 years of life. If sawmillers
nre to be encouraged to make large capital
outlays in order to get expanded produc-
tion, they must look forward to a long life

(31

for their markets to recoup that high capi-
*tal expenditure, and that is the reason I
am advised that it is desirable to take a
long view and not sacrifice markets which
have been built up after so many years of
effort and enterprise in the past.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Irrespective of the
internal emergency?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
internal position, I an. advised, should be
very much eakier by the end of this year, as
six niew mills are coming into production
before the end of the year. Some are coin-
ing into production straight away and the
advice I have received from my department
is that, with the aid of these new mills, the
timber position should be reasonably in hand
by the end of the present year. I have
dealt with the main materials which are in-
volved in the building programme and which
are subject to the operation of the Act.
As [ have said, the Act has been continued
with regard to the first part to control build-
ing operations in the same way as the con-
trol has operated since 1945. With regard
to the second part, control of distribution,
some controls remain and under the Act
others can be reimaposed if the public in-
terest should demand it.

When controls existed over materials like
timber, bricks, paints, nails, cement and so
on, much time and vexation resulted and
much extra expenditure was caused by the
necessity for getting permits for every batch
of materials required for a building. It was
represented to me, as well as to the Hous-
ing Commission, and I think with truth, that
these controls slowed up building operations
and added to their cost, besides keeping
people out of the industry. There was too
much red tape. The extended volume of
building which has taken place ,in the mean-
time is Partly due to conditions which have
made it easier for the builders to operate.

fn addition, the Commission has developed
what it calls a self-help scheme, under which
men use their own eudeavours, as our pio-
neers did, to erect a small house. They are
given encouragement for that purpose. If
they were required to apply for a permit
for cement, timber, bricks, nails, paint and
other materials, I think the difficulty and
the annoyance would be a serious deterrent
to an enterprise of that kind. As in the
last quarter of last year 580 of these owner-
built dwellings were under construction, that



48 [ASSEMBLY.]

is, on the 31st December last, members will
realise that these owvner-builders are making
an important contribution to our building
programme, and I believe that if we placed
more red tape and more difficulties in the
way of these people by controls, we would
appreciably diminish their opportunity to
provide themselves with homes.

Broadly speaking, the measure which is
now sought to be continued has, in my
opinion, performed a useful purpose in the
building industry in this State. So far it
has been in its main features continued in
operation as originally commenced when the
measure came into force. Where it has been
found to be unnecessary to continue controls
the Commission has decided they should no
longer be imposed. But the measure con-
tains important features which I think are
valuable to continue. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. F. J. S. Wise, debate
adjourned.-

House adjourned at 6.9 p.m.

Tuesday, 21st June, 1949.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

EDUCATION.

so (a) As to Monitors and Trainees.

51 Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Education:

51 (1) How many monitors were appointed
61 during 19481

(2) How many monitors 'have been ad-
51 mitted to the service of the Education De-
51 parbnent this yeart


